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Criteria

Your application will generally only be considered if you are able to meet the following criteria. 
You must be able to provide evidence to back this up.

Your organisation must:
1. Be voluntary or not-for-profit;
2. Be non-political and have an open membership policy this can include for example, a 

Residents Association or Women’s Institute; 
3. Not be a statutory organisation, including precepting authorities, educational facility or any 

profit-making organisation
4. Have a constitution (or equivalent). If you do not yet have a constitution, contact Community 

First who will assist you www.cfirst.org.uk 0300 500 8085;
5. Have latest approved/examined accounts, showing no more than one years’ running costs 

within unallocated reserves;
6. If relevant, have a Safeguarding policy (you will be asked to provide this); 
7. If you are a Pre-school, be able to meet the detailed criteria shown overleaf;
8. Have submitted approved accounts to the Charity Commission, as required on an annual 

basis, if you are a registered charity.

Your project or service must:
1. Not have received EHDC funding this financial year, or be within an existing funding   

agreement with EHDC;
2. Benefit the residents of East Hampshire and be able to clearly demonstrate how you are 

supporting the grant funding priorities of the Council. The current priorities are set out on page 
3 of this document;

3. Require a grant for no more than £xx,xxx from EHDC (see Maximum Award overleaf);
4. Not require a grant of more than 50% of the total project cost if the grant is for a project grant;
5. Have a detailed breakdown of expected costs and income including local match funding or 

support. For example, from parish or town councils, local business sponsorship, or other 
fundraising (you will be asked to provide this breakdown);

6. Comply with the Disability Discrimination Act;
7. Not have already started - we do not fund retrospectively;
8. Not benefit fewer than 5 people;
9. Not be the funding responsibility of another organisation; and
10.Not be for raising funds for distribution to another grant making organisation or individual.

http://www.cfirst.org.uk/
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Maximum Award

The maximum amount your organisation can apply for is £xxxxx for a Project Grant and £xxxxx per 
year over a period of up to three years for a Revenue Grant. Applications for smaller amounts are 
welcomed. 

The Process

Applications will be considered twice a year (when) by a panel made up from officers and 
Councillors. Should the Councillor have an interest then they will be excluded from the decision-
making process. 

Funding for a specific project will (subject to panel recommendations) be awarded as a “one off” 
grant. This money must be spent within 12 months of the grant being awarded. 

Revenue funding will be awarded on an annual basis up to 3 years. The grant will be monitored 
quarterly with key deliverables agreed before releasing any funds and no further funding 
applications will be accepted for six years from the date of the award. You should apply for no 
more than 3 years running costs. 

Monitoring

You will need to provide evidence (e.g. receipts, photographs) that the grant has been spent in 
accordance with the original application. Should you be unable to provide this evidence within an 
acceptable time then the Council will take steps to recover the funds. 

Council priorities

To qualify for funding, you must be able to satisfy that your project meets the grant funding 
priorities as set out periodically by the Council. The current priorities are:

‘To improve people’s lives by providing excellent public services that represent good value 

for money and meet our communities’ needs’ – Council Corporate priority. 
1. Reducing social isolation in older people within the district 

2. Improving mental health in younger people
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Pre-school Restrictions

A pre-school will only be eligible for a grant if it is a charity and it states one or more compelling 
reason as to why the grant is required. The following are accepted as compelling reasons. The pre-
school: 

 Is unable to provide more than five 2.5-hour half-day sessions per week (e.g. due to a lack 
of a venue). The pre-school can therefore not charge for sessions already covered by 
Nursery Education Grants.

 Is based in a rural community and, because of this, has limited numbers of children.
 Has a significant number of children with special needs?
 Has a significant number of children whose first language is not English?
 Has experienced an unforeseen event causing financial difficulties.


